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Critical Thinking 

This is a checklist against which you can assess and evaluate the logic of any idea or argument put forward, including your own, which in turn enables you to reach decisions about what to believe or do.
Purpose and context - What is the problem or topic I am looking at? What question or goal am I addressing? What different viewpoints, arguments, concepts or parts will I need to consider when thinking through this problem or topic? Do I have a sufficient understanding of the information or parts relevant to this problem or topic?
[bookmark: _Hlk125379639]Answers: 



Clarity – is the statement vague or fuzzy in what it is saying? If that’s the case we should ask for clarification, specific examples, or elaboration. How clear is the information I am looking at?
Answers: 



Accuracy – a statement can be very clear but not accurate. How accurate is the information and how can I validate that?  
Answers: 



Precision – a statement or idea can be clear and accurate but be imprecise. E.g. Jo’s blood pressure is too high. How precise is the opinion or information I am looking at? What detail and specifics do I need?
Answers: 


Relevance – a statement or argument can be clear, accurate and precise but completely irrelevant to the argument being put forward. E.g. if looking for a computer coder, the ability to speak Russian is not relevant. How relevant is the information and arguments I am looking at? 
Answers: 


[bookmark: _Hlk125379915]Depth – check for whether the idea or argument is too simplistic when looking at a complex issue. E.g. Just say “no” to drugs. Does the information or opinions have the right amount of depth? What depth of information do I need?
[bookmark: _Hlk125379999]Answers: 


Breadth – does the idea or argument just look at only one point of view, rejecting other perspectives. Does the information or opinions have the right amount of breadth? What breadth of information do I need?
Answers: 


Logic – when the combination of thoughts supports each other and make sense when put together, the argument has logic. Do the arguments and information fit together in a logical way?
Answers: 



If an argument fulfils all the above criteria, then it’s probably good thinking. If it doesn’t pass, yet we still go ahead and believe it or take a decision, then we are not being rational or logical. 
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